
"We  shall never know 

all the good that a  

simple smile can do."  

 Fewins Centennial Farm  

July, 2010  

Long Lake Township  

Summer Newsletter  

         Zoning Administrator, Shirley Mesch Retires  

   Shirley began her career at Long Lake Township as the part -time  

   Township secretary in October 1988. She quickly moved to full - 

   time with additional duties of Zoning and Planning Coordinator. In  

   1999 she became the Township Zoning Administrator.  Her knowl  

   edge and experience grew over the years and she has been actively  

   involved in the creation and/or revision of the Township Master  

   Plan, Zoning Ordinance, Land Division and other ordinances that  

   the Township has enacted to guide the growth of our community.  

   As Zoning Administrator for the past 11 years, Shirley has assisted 

many residents, builders and developers through the zoning process. Her historical knowledge 

of Long Lake Township zoning has been a great asset and will be missed.  

Shirley and her husband, John raised their three daughters in Long Lake Township. Shirley 

was a member of the local Parent  Teacher Organization and  a  Odyssey of the Mind coach and 

judge. She was on the Traverse Area District Library Board for 4 years.  

Shirley's many interests  including  family, travel, camping, kayaking, biking, birding, sewing 

and reading will keep her busy in her retirement.  We thank Shirley for her service to our com-

munity and wish her the best.  

The Fewins Centennial Farm located on Barney Road between 

Stricker Rd. and Gray Rd. was purchased by William and 

Mary Fewins in 1870. They raised six children that all lived in 

the Long Lake Area. In 1927 Clarence Fewins one of the sons 

of William and Mary took over the farm. Clarence and his wife 

Elsa raised their family of six children who also continue to 

live in the Long Lake Area. The children of Clarence and Elsa 

walked 1 1/2 miles to a one room school called the Lautner 

School on M-72. 

The crops raised were potatoes, corn, oats and hay. It was also 

a dairy farm along with raising beef, pigs and chickens. The 

farm is currently planted to corn. The farmstead is located 

about 1/2 mile from M -72 or 1/2 mile from Barney Rd. In the 

winter because of no snow removal, they would carry milk out 

in cans on a toboggan to M -72 to go to market and would re-

turn with the toboggan filled with groceries and supplies. The 

year 1953 was a big year for the Fewins family. They pur-

chased a tractor big enough to snow plow the drive and for the 

very first time they had electricity to their farm. In 1989 their 

son Millard and his late wife Billie became owners of the farm. 

Millard Fewins owns the property at the present time. Millard 

along with his children, siblings and families have many fond 

memories of growing up on the farm and to this day enjoy the 

beautiful view and solitude of the farm.  



 

LONG LAKERS ACTIVITY 

CALENDAR  

Shelley Evans, Sr. Director  

922-2308 
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GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY  

SITE LOCATIONS  

1. Old Mission Peninsulaé..2725 Devils Dive Rd (just outside the Township Transfer Station)  

2. Acmeé..31 & Bunker Hill Rd (in the Holiday Shopper parking lot)  

3. East Bay Townshipé..Rasho Road, South of Supply Rd. (in the Township Transfer Station)  

       Summer:   11 am -6pm M/W/Sat.  

         Winter:      11 am-5pm M/W/Sat.  

 

4.  Central County Public Services Buildingé..2650 LaFranier Rd. (off South Airport)  

 

5.  Kingsley /Paradise Township Hallé..(on M-113, across the road from  Northland Grocery)   

 

6.  Fife Lake Townshipé..Fife Lake Village Hall 606 Bates St.  

 

7. Williamsburg /Whitewater Township Hallé..5777 Vinton Rd.  

 

8.  Blair Townshipé..3770 Blair Townhall Road, Next to the  Northwestern Michigan  Fairgrounds & Traverse Bay Recycling.  

 

Grand Traverse Rural Fire Department  

Battalion 10 in Long Lake Township  

 
We're looking for a few good people.  Hours can be 

tough.  Personal rewards great.  Initial training 

over the winter months with certifications as 

Firefighter I and II and Medical First Responder.   

We are a "Paid - On Call" department and we are 

compensated via a "Points" system.  

Contact me, John Brown, the Battalion Chief at 

947-4096 or the Department Chief, William Sed-

lacek, at the Rural fire office at 4123 Vance Road 

Traverse City, MI 49685.  Phone 943 -9721. 

Give back to your community by giving your time 

and effort to help others in their time of need.  

To steal a line from the Peace Corps," this may be 

the TOUGHEST job you'll ever love".  

A special thank you to all who 

participated in the Senior Spell-

ing Bee. We had a great time and 

our team did a wonderful job. 

They were  the 4th team to go 

down out of 8 teams.  

JUNE LUNCHEON : Please join us for your monthly Senior Luncheon  held the 2nd 

Thursday of each month @ Long Lake Friends Church @ noon. Meal is provided by Meals 

on Wheels and cost is $3.50.  

ENERGETICS: WILL REMAIN AT THE TOWNSHIP HALL @ 9:15 am on Mondays & 

Wednesdays Cost is $3.00. Please join Shelley Sutherland as she leads us in some light 

aerobic fun!  

WALKING CLUB:  Get those tennis shoes ready! Previous mile winners have won tennis 

shoes from Nike, dinner & movie certificates and great doctor's reports. Please have fun 

and walk this year and remember to record your miles with Leslie @ the Township office.  

BOCCE BALL: Opening day was Wednesday, May 18th @ 4:30 pm and we had a great 

turn out! Please join us. Call Pat or John Merlo 275 -0031 or Shelley if you have questions. 

Snacks are provided.  

LET'S EAT OUT : Monday, June 28th @ 11:30. Place to be decided at our June luncheon.  

JUNE OUTING: Beach Bums & Cherryland Electric. Join us on Wednesday, June 16th. 

We will meet @ Wuerfel Park @ 4:30 pm. Contact Shelley if you need a ride or a ticket.  

Shelley needs a head count before Friday, June 11th.  

Here is just a sampling of activities that the Long Lakers participate in each month. 

Please call Shelley if you would like more information about the Long Lakers. If you 

would like to receive our monthly activity calendar, please call Leslie Hays @ the Town-

ship Hall, 946 -2249 

MARINE 10  

The Marine 10 pontoon boat for 

firefighting is on the waters of 

Long Lake and ready for service. 

Many thanks to Brad and Katie 

Oleson for providing a shore 

station at their house for the 

boat and great access for our 

Fire Department. Thanks again 

Long Lake Foundation for your 

generous donation!  



Summer tax bills will be mailed by July 

1, 2010 and are due by September 14, 

2010. ALL summer deferment  forms 

need to be filled out every year  by Sept. 

14th  and these deferred taxes are due by 

February 14, 2011. Winter tax bills will 

be mailed by December 1, 2010 and are 

due by February 14, 2011. I will accept 

payments with postmarks on these 

dates. I will be collecting delinquent tax 

payments in my office through March 1, 

2011 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. 

and 5:30 p.m.  I will only except post-

marks for this date through February 

28,  2011. Al l proper ty taxes 

(exceptions following ) will be turned 

over to the Grand Traverse County 

Treasurer after March 2 nd and will have 

to be paid at the Governmental Center 

in Traverse City.  Exceptions:  Prop-

erty taxes starting with the num-

bers   28 -08-898 and 28 -08-900 will 

continue to be collected here at the 

Township Offices. Please call me if 

you have any questions (231 -946-2249). 

I am also interested in creating 

òFriends of the Parksó committees; I 

would like to form one committee for 

each of our Seven Parks. If you are in-

terested in being a part of a Park com-

mittee or in being the chairperson for a 

Park in our Township please contact me 

at the number above or e -mail me at 

treasurer@longlaketownship.com . I will 

be contacting the chairpersons next 

spring to head up a parks spruce up day 

for each individual Park. If this doesnõt 

generate enough interest to have volun-

teers help with clean up and watch over 

our Parks, we will have to continue to 

pay for the extra help needed to have 

this done, so please contact me a.s.a.p.  

 

Trish Mehney, Treasurer  

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR TREASURERéé. 

Have you noticed something new along 

Herkner, North Long Lake and East 

Long Lake Roads?  On May 22 nd, local 

Boy Scout Troop 27 helped to plant 52 

roadside trees.  These hardwood trees 

will provide a tree canopy over the 

road, enhance views from the roadway, 

and will be a community asset for many years to come.  Long 

Lake Township will care for these trees for a minimum of three 

years.  The tree planting program has been made possible 

through a grant from the Community 

Forestry program of the Michigan De-

partment of Natural Resources, several 

private property owners, and the help of 

many volunteers.  

Leslie Sickterman, Township Planner  

 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PLANNER  

ward.  If you have any questions concern-

ing this project please contact Angela 

Friske, Assessor, during regular business 

hours.  

Please check your 2010 Summer tax bill 

to verify that the PRE % (Principal Resi-

dence Exemption) is correct.  If you be-

lieve it is not correct, please contact me 

as soon as possible during regular busi-

ness hours or you can e-mail me at  

assessor@longlaketownship.com 

Angela Friske, Assessor  

 

be in the field from mid -April through 

mid -September of each year weekdays 

during regular business hours.  Ed Ste-

vens is the person who is doing the field 

inspections this Summer.  He will be 

driving the Long Lake Township truck 

with the Township logo on the side.  He 

will also be wearing a picture identifica-

tion badge.  The southeast area of the 

Township has already been completed.  

Ed is currently working in the North-

east area of the Township from North 

Long Lake Road North to East Traverse 

Highway and from Gray Road west-

In May of 2008 the assessing depart-

ment began a re -inspection project of all 

properties in Long Lake Township.  

This will involve a site visit to each 

property, taking updated exterior 

photoõs of structures, and leaving a 

questionnaire for the property owner to 

fill out and return concerning the inte-

rior of their homes.   With your coopera-

tion we can have accurate data of your 

property and avoid errors in your prop-

erty assessment. The project is sched-

uled to take another three summers to 

complete and assessing personnel will 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR ASSESSORéé. 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR  

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR  

More and more Township residents are utilizing the Town-

ship website at www.longlaketownship.com to download 

applications and information for the submittal of Land Use 

Permits. The Zoning Department is also encouraging ap-

plicants to submit their building plans, in PDF format  and 

e-mail the plans to zoning@longlaketownship.com. This 

approach can save time as well as paper and storage space. 

Please contact the Zoning Administrator with any land use 

permitting questions at 946 -2249, extension 14. Have a 

great summer!  

mailto:treasurer@longlaketownship.com
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THURSDAYS AT THE TOWNSHIP! 
Summer program for kids of all ages  

Fee: $2.00 per child per class  
Times: 9:30 -11:00 

 
 July 15, 2010                      Sheriff Dog at work!  
 

Come see how our local Sheriffôs Departments Canine unit works. Meet a Grand Traverse Deputy 
and his Canine partner. The Deputy will show you how a search for illegal drugs is done and how 
they can be found and also show us how the dog can help in finding a lost or missing person. Ask 
questions and learn how you train and take care of the dog. Where does the dog live and who 
feeds him? Children under five must be supervised by an adult. 
 

 July 22, 2010                            Dairy Education at Moomers!  
 

This one is a little different! Drop your kids off in the Moomerôs parking lot at 10:00 am and pick 
them up at 11:30 am. They will take a wagon ride over to Farmer Bobôs, see the cows, how they 
are milked, visit the creamery, and then travel back to Moomers by wagon. Then farmer Nancy will 
teach us about Dairy Education. When she is all done we all get to enjoy one scoop of our favorite 
ice cream. The Wagon only seats 25 so space is limited. If parents would like to join us back at 
Moomers at 11:00 for the education and ice cream, that is great, but you will be charged for your 
ice cream. Children under four must be with an adult, and it will count as two spots. 
 
 July 29, 2010           Play It Safe  
 

Fire! What do you do next? Have fun learning what you need to do with Sparky the dog and real 
Fire Fighters. Sit in the fire truck, spray the hose, try on some fire gear, and learn hands on how to 
create a ñhome escape planò, as you move through the obstacle course. Parents invited-bring a 
camera, questions, and a sense of adventure. Adults must accompany children under five. 
 
 Aug. 5, 2010          Stranger Danger/Scavenger Hunt  
  

Deputy Kyle Rosa wants to know if you know what to do if a stranger approaches you? Learn what 
to do or what not to do. Take part in some role play situations or just sit back a take it all in. Feel 
free to ask questions! Then it is off to the park for a scavenger hunt. Find all the things on your list 
and you will receive a surprise, everybody wins! Children under four must be accompanied by an 
adult. 

 

 

Limited class size.... call Leslie at 946-2249 to register. Please call if your child cannot make 
the enrolled class. We keep a cancellation list to allow someone else an opportunity to enjoy the 
class. 

 

Long Lake Township....8870 North Long Lake Rd....  



Two important elections are scheduled 

for this year:  August 3, 2010, is the 

Primary Election and November 2, 

2010 is the General Election. The 

county wide local millage proposals to 

date are:  

August 3rd          Commission on Aging  

November 2nd     Gr. Trav. Co. Road  

November 2nd     Senior Ctr. Operation  

  If you are not currently registered to 

vote you may register at the Township 

Offices, Secretary of State Offices, or 

online at www.michigan.gov/sos.  You 

must be registered 30 days before an 

election, be a U.S. Citizen, and be 18 

years of age by election day to be able to 

participate in an election.  

Absentee voter ballots are available for 

all elections. They provide voters with a 

convenient method for casting a ballot 

when they are unable to attend the polls 

on Election Day.  

As a registered  voter, you may obtain an 

absentee voter ballot if you are:  

age 60 years or older  

unable to vote without assistance at 

the polls  

expecting to be out of town on elec-

tion day  

in jail awaiting arraignment or trial  

unable to attend the polls due to 

religious reasons  

appointed to work as an election 

inspector in a precinct outside of 

your precinct of residence.  

You can obtain an application for an 

absent voterõs ballot at the Clerkõs Of-

fice or at www.michigan.gov/sos .  The 

completed application can be dropped 

off or mailed to Carol Hoffman, Clerk, 

8870 North Long Lake Road, Traverse 

City, MI 49684 or faxed to (231) 946 -

4573. 

The Clerkõs Office will be open for ab-

sentee voting during normal office 

hours and additionally 8:00 am to 2:00 

pm the Saturday prior to each election 

and 8:00 am to 4:00 pm the Monday 

prior to each election.  

If you have any questions regarding 

your eligibility to vote in Long Lake 

Township please contact the Clerkõs 

Office at (231) 946 -2249. 

ELECTION UPDATE  
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ZIP CODE CHANGE 
49685 will be the new mailing zip code for the majority of 

Long Lake Township properties (see map).  

The US Post Office has announced that beginning July 1, 

2010 the new zip code will go into effect.  Those proper-

ties affected should be notified by the post office by mail 

in June 2010.  The local post office carrier supervisor 

indicated that the post office will continue to send mail to 

properties affected by the change using the old zip code 

for up to one year.  However, they strongly recommend 

that the property owners begin using the new zip code as 

soon as possible to avoid delays in receiving their mail.  

49685 will continue to be the Traverse City post office 

box zip code as well. 

What is Phragmites?  
There are two species of phragmites. One is a native  vegetation and one is considered 

an invasive vegetation. They both look very much alike and appear on shorelines, in 

wetlands, or in creek beds. We are gathering information from anyone who thinks they 

might have seen phragmites in their area. If this picture looks familiar please call the 

Township @ 231-946-2249 or contact the Watershed Center Grand Traverse Bay's 

website @ www.gtbay.org  

PHRAGMITES  

https://webapps.sos.state.mi.us/mivote/
http://www.michigan.gov/sos

